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storeroom allowed easy access by escort wagons, 
for loading and unloading supplies.  When the 
storerooms were converted to offices for the 
Southern Department, about 1917, the windows 
were enlarged to let in light and Palladian door-
ways with side lights replaced the wooden doors. 
 

9  QUADRANGLE OAK  The Quadrangle 
Oak  was recognized during the United States 
Bicentennial as the second most historic tree in 
Bexar County.  Because of its impressive size, 
many people believe the tree is hundreds of 
years old.  However, it does not appear in photos 
taken of the Quadrangle’s construction.  It was 
probably planted as a sapling about 1886-7, as 
part of a beautification project (which probably 
also explains the deer.)  Over the many years, 
other beautification projects have changed the 
look of the courtyard.  The most recent has add-
ed shaded sitting areas.  Hanging from new trees 
planted to honor Soldiers and veterans, are dog 
tags with the honorees’ names on them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10WATER FEATURES  Originally,   two 
underground cisterns collected runoff rainwater 
from the roofs of the storerooms.  In 1884, there 
were two water fountains near the Sally Port. 
The pond was added in 1898, and has undergone 
several changes since then.  Three elevated steel 
tanks were built in the northern half of the 
courtyard between 1904 and 1911. One tank was 
moved to Dodd Field in 1914, and the other two 
were removed in 1984. 

FORT SAM HOUSTON MUSEUM 
in the Quadrangle 

1405 East Grayson Street, Bldg 16 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas  78212 

 
(210 221-1886) 

QUADRANGLE HOURS 
Weekdays:  0800-1730  

Weekends, Federal Holidays:  1200-1730 
For scheduling special events, call 

(210) 221-9562 
 

MUSEUM HOURS 
Galleries 

Tuesday-Friday, 1000-1600 
Saturday, 1200-1600 

Office 
Monday-Saturday, 0800-1630 

 
Closed Federal Holidays 

For scheduling special events, call  
(210) 221-1886 

 
 

(Converting military time:  subtract 1200 from any 
number 1300 or greater.) 



THE QUADRANGLE 

1  THE BUILDING  Built in 1876-77 as a 
supply depot, the Quadrangle has housed six 
Army headquarters, starting with the Depart-
ment of Texas in 1881.  Since then it has been 
home to the Southern Department, the VIII 
Corps Area, the Third Army, the Fourth Army 
and the Fifth Army, which is now called Army 
North.  It has been a National Historic Land-
mark since 1976. 
 

2  SALLY PORT  
This arched gate-
way was the main 
entrance to the 
Quartermaster De-
pot.  The doorway 
leads to the office 
area upstairs.  In 
1917, General Per-
shing’s office was 
at the eastern end 
of the second story.  
In 1941, General 

Eisenhower worked in the office just east of the 
stairwell.  Flags flying in the Sally Port indicate 
which general is in the building. 
 

3  KIOSK  Used to pass on information about 
the Quadrangle, the design is based upon a shel-
tered hitching post for Army horses, while its 
function is similar to a unit bulletin board. 

 

4  TOWER  The 90-
foot tall tower in the cen-
ter of the courtyard was 
built to house a water 
tank that was originally 
fi l led with water 
pumped from the 
Acequia Madre on the 
west end of the post.  
After the post was con-
nected to the city water 
mains, the water tank 
was removed.  A clock 

was installed in 1882 and the clock faces were 
mortared into the tower in 1907.   
 
There is no truth to the tales that Geronimo’s 
Apache band was kept in the tower or that Ge-
ronimo jumped from the tower.  The balconies 
are 60 feet from the ground.  From that height, 
Geronimo would have been falling at 42 mph 
when he hit the ground.  Geronimo and his band 
were housed in Army tents set up between the 
Tower and the shops along the back wall. 
 

5  VIDALES SUNDIAL AND 
THE WEATHER VANE 

Designed and built by Ernesto 
Vidales, the sundial originally 
stood in front of the tower.  A 
Signal Corps Soldier, Vidales 
served as a machinist and tool 
maker at Fort Sam.  He later 
worked as a civil servant at Kelly 
Field for more than 35 years and 
was its first Hispanic foreman.  

The inscription on the sundial is from the Roman 
poet, Ovid: “Time, the devourer of all things.”   
 
Atop the wall behind the sundial, there is a small 
platform and weather vane.  These are the re-
mains of the post weather observation station.  
The Army was responsible for weather observa-
tion until the National Weather Service was 
founded in 1890. 
 

6  REPLICA ARMY ESCORT WAGON 
Blacksmith and wheelwright shops were main-
tained along the Quadrangle’s north wall.  The 
horses, mules and wagons worked on in these 
shops were accommodated in stables beyond the 
wall.  A portion of the shop area is now a garage 
for a reproduction wagon of the type used by the 
Army to move supplies.  Interpretive panels dis-
cuss Quartermaster activities and the Depot’s 
role in them. 
 

7  QUADRANGLE ANI-
MALS  No one knows why 
there are animals in the 
Quadrangle, but they first 
appear in photos in the 
1880s.  From written 
sources, the peacock have 
probably been here since 
1897, while the deer proba-
bly arrived in 1886.  Since 
there is no mention of the deer while Geronimo 
was here in October of that year, they were prob-
ably installed after he left in mid-November.  
Records show that the Apaches were fed Army 
rations, not venison. 
 

8  FORT SAM HOUSTON MUSEUM  The 
museum documents the history of Fort Sam Hou-
ston and the military in south Texas, from 1845 
to the present, and is open to everyone. It is 
housed in the Quadrangle’s east wing, occupying 
11 of the 38 ground floor storerooms.  (The others 
are occupied by offices of Army North and not 
open to the public.)  Large double doors in each 


